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Country and Population  

Greece is a country in southeast Europe that is made up of the mainland in addition to 3,000 islands 

scattered in both the Ionian and Aegean seas. The land itself is very mountainous. The cumulative area 

of Greece is 131,957 square kilometers, of which land area is 130,647 square kilometers, and internal 

waters (lakes and rivers) account for 1,310 square kilometers,. Greece has a population density of 82 

people per square kilometer), which ranks 97th in the world.  

Based on the Demographic and social characteristics of the Resident Population of Greece (ELSAT, 

20211) the Resident Population of Greece is 10.816.286, of which 5.303.223 male (49,0%) and 

5.513.063 female (51,0%). 

The largest city and capital is Athens. Athens has an urban population of 3 million with a metro 

population of 3.75 million. Athens is the most densely populated region of Greece. About 60% of Greek 

people live in urban regions. Along with Athens, other major cities include Thessaloniki (788,000), 

Patra (214,000), and Heraklion (174,000). 

 

Figure 1: Resident Population by gender and by region 

 

                                                           

1 https://www.statistics.gr/  

https://www.statistics.gr/


 

 

 

Figure 2: Resident population of the 10th largest Municiplalities of the Country by sex 

 άSince 2005, Greece has experienced a population decline, dropping from 11.23 million people to 

10.86 million in 15 years. The most recent projections show a continuation of this decline, resulting in 

a population of 9.03 million by 2050 and 6.61 million by 2099. 

CǊƻƳ нлмф ǘƻ нлнлΣ DǊŜŜŎŜΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘ лΦпу҈Σ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ рлΣллл ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ 

ŦƻǊ DǊŜŜŎŜΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜŎƭƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǿ ŦŜǊǘƛƭƛǘȅ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ мΦо ōƛǊǘƘǎ ǇŜǊ ǿƻman, financial crisis, 

emigration, and an aging population. The decline in the birth rate can be caused by education levels, 

ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΣ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǳƴǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ 

encourage fertility. 

With fewer people in Greece, there is less economic stimulation, fewer people working due to an aging 

population, and more people emigrating to other nations, creating a cyclical effect on the population 

declineέ (Review, 2021). 

The age distribution of the Greek population has the following structure. (Index Mundi, 2021) 

Age % Males  Females  

0-14  14.53%  794,918 745,909 

15-24 10.34%  577,134 519,819 

25-54  39.6%  2,080,443 2,119,995 

55-64 years 13.1%  656,404 732,936 

65 years and 

over  

22.43%  1,057,317 1,322,176 

https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/greece-population


 

 

Figure 3 Age distribution of the Greek population 

Statistics: Staff and students in Greece  

Institutes in Greece run in the form of lectures or workshops, and most of the courses last one 

semester, that is, at least 13 weeks. Most university departments in Greece offer one-year or two-

year postgraduate courses, as well as the opportunity to pursue a doctoral degree. Students may also 

enroll in the Hellenic Open University for graduate or postgraduate studies, where they pay tuition 

fees, and are admitted through an annual lottery system. 

The following statistics (ELSAT, 2021) are indictive of the current situation in Greece. 

¶ The number of registered undergraduate students in the academic year 2017/2018 compared 

to 2016/2017 increased by 4.1% in all educational institutions in Greece (from 409,413 to 

426,058)  

 

¶ The teaching staff in the academic year 2017/2018 showed an increase of 7.8% compared to 

2016/2017, in all educational institutions in Greece. An increase is observed in all educational 

institutions except the University of Patras and the International University, which have 

experienced a decrease in educational staff of 0.4% and 10.3% respectively. 

 

¶ The number of registered undergraduate students who received a degree in the academic 

year 2017/2018 compared to 2016/2017 increased by 0.1%. The most significant increase in 

absolute values was observed at the Hellenic Open University (from 1,513 to 1,744) and at the 

University of Thessaly (from 1,343 to 1,565) while the most significant decrease was observed 

at Panteion University (from 1,446 to 1,173) and at the University of Athens (from 5,487 to 

5,308). 

 

¶ Registered postgraduate students increased by 7.6% in the academic year 2017/2018 

compared to 2016/2017. The largest increases in absolute prices are presented at the Hellenic 

Open University (from 20,120 to 23,804) and at the University of Macedonia (from 2,244 to 

2,872). In contrast, the largest decreases are observed at the University of Peloponnese (from 

2,054 to 1,504) and at the National Technical University of Athens (from 1,656 to 1,329). 
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7 
206.09

3 
210.79
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219.96
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National and Kapodistrian 
University of Athens 88.302 89.138 0.9 37.673 38.172 50.629 50.966 

University of the Aegean 14.457 15.632 8.1 6.588 7.000 7.869 8.632 

University of Thessaly 13.074 13.854 6.0 6.553 6.861 6.521 6.993 

Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki 68.965 72.737 5.5 32.652 34.133 36.313 38.604 

Democritus University of Thrace 21.878 23.393 6.9 10.315 10.921 11.563 12.472 

Ionian University 4.801 4.978 3.7 1.977 2.126 2.824 2.852 

University of Ioannina 18.590 19.852 6.8 8.305 8.631 10.285 11.221 

University of Crete 17.200 18.975 10.3 6.766 7.452 10.434 11.523 

University of Patras 30.274 32.510 7.4 16.432 17.681 13.842 14.829 

Athens University of Economics 
and Business 20.609 21.408 3.9 12.893 13.382 7.716 8.026 

Panteion University of Social 
and Political Sciences 19.336 18.619 -3.7 7.407 6.730 11.929 11.889 

University of Piraeus 21.823 23.208 6.3 13.661 14.392 8.162 8.816 

University of Macedonia 15.280 16.121 5.5 8.356 8.837 6.924 7.284 

Agricultural University of 
Athens 6.065 6.342 4.6 3.367 3.470 2.698 2.872 

Athens School of Fine Arts 1.783 1.852 3.9 575 611 1.208 1.241 

Harokopio University 2.333 2.472 6.0 1.117 1.210 1.216 1.262 

University of the Peloponnese 6.397 6.501 1.6 2.787 2.857 3.610 3.644 

University of Western 
Macedonia 2.583 3.135 21.4 1.282 1.521 1.301 1.614 

Hellenic Open University 17.644 16.942 -4.0 7.799 7.605 9.845 9.336 

International Hellenic University        
Technical University of Crete 5.196 5.740 10.5 3.545 3.892 1.651 1.848 

National Technical University of 
Athens 12.823 12.650 -1.3 8.567 8.609 4.256 4.041 

Figure 4 Number of students2 
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https://www.statistics.gr/el/statistics?p_p_id=documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4l

N&p_p_lifecycle=2&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_cacheability=cacheLevelPage&p_p_col_id=col

umn-

2&p_p_col_count=4&p_p_col_pos=1&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_java

x.faces.resource=document&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_ln=download

https://www.statistics.gr/el/statistics?p_p_id=documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN&p_p_lifecycle=2&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_cacheability=cacheLevelPage&p_p_col_id=column-2&p_p_col_count=4&p_p_col_pos=1&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_javax.faces.resource=document&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_ln=downloadResources&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_documentID=430567&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_locale=el
https://www.statistics.gr/el/statistics?p_p_id=documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN&p_p_lifecycle=2&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_cacheability=cacheLevelPage&p_p_col_id=column-2&p_p_col_count=4&p_p_col_pos=1&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_javax.faces.resource=document&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_ln=downloadResources&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_documentID=430567&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_locale=el
https://www.statistics.gr/el/statistics?p_p_id=documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN&p_p_lifecycle=2&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_cacheability=cacheLevelPage&p_p_col_id=column-2&p_p_col_count=4&p_p_col_pos=1&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_javax.faces.resource=document&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_ln=downloadResources&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_documentID=430567&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_locale=el
https://www.statistics.gr/el/statistics?p_p_id=documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN&p_p_lifecycle=2&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_cacheability=cacheLevelPage&p_p_col_id=column-2&p_p_col_count=4&p_p_col_pos=1&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_javax.faces.resource=document&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_ln=downloadResources&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_documentID=430567&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_locale=el
https://www.statistics.gr/el/statistics?p_p_id=documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN&p_p_lifecycle=2&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_cacheability=cacheLevelPage&p_p_col_id=column-2&p_p_col_count=4&p_p_col_pos=1&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_javax.faces.resource=document&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_ln=downloadResources&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_documentID=430567&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_locale=el
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TOTAL  13923 15003 7.8 9155 9674 4768 5329 

National and Kapodistrian 
University of Athens 2061 2065 0.2 1233 1240 828 825 

University of the Aegean 439 491 11.8 296 331 143 160 

University of Thessaly 730 755 3.4 471 495 259 260 

Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki 2493 2575 3.3 1588 1618 905 957 

Democritus University of Thrace 744 765 2.8 511 522 233 243 

Ionian University 162 175 8 106 120 56 55 

University of Ioannina 630 642 2.9 437 441 193 201 

University of Crete 596 640 7.4 397 425 199 215 

University of Patras 920 916 -0.4 655 639 265 277 

Athens University of Economics 
and Business 274 278 1.5 198 195 76 83 

Panteion University of Social 
and Political Sciences 246 268 8.9 148 153 98 115 

University of Piraeus 222 241 8.6 175 186 47 55 

University of Macedonia 318 334 5 225 227 93 107 

Agricultural University of 
Athens 248 253 2 162 164 86 89 

Athens School of Fine Arts 47 70 48.9 31 39 16 31 

Harokopio University 77 79 2.6 40 42 37 37 

University of the Peloponnese 210 232 10.5 117 138 93 94 

University of Western 
Macedonia 131 167 27.5 81 94 50 73 

Hellenic Open University 2088 2735 31 1328 1645 760 1090 

International Hellenic University 
224 201 

-
10.3 177 148 47 53 

Technical University of Crete 292 300 2.7 208 221 84 79 

National Technical University of 
Athens 771 821 6.5 571 591 200 230 

                                                           
Resources&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_documentID=430567&_docum

ents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_locale=el 

 

https://www.statistics.gr/el/statistics?p_p_id=documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN&p_p_lifecycle=2&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_cacheability=cacheLevelPage&p_p_col_id=column-2&p_p_col_count=4&p_p_col_pos=1&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_javax.faces.resource=document&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_ln=downloadResources&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_documentID=430567&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_locale=el
https://www.statistics.gr/el/statistics?p_p_id=documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN&p_p_lifecycle=2&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_cacheability=cacheLevelPage&p_p_col_id=column-2&p_p_col_count=4&p_p_col_pos=1&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_javax.faces.resource=document&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_ln=downloadResources&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_documentID=430567&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_locale=el


 

 

Figure 5 Number of staff 3 

According to the Greek Constitution (article 16), higher education is public. It is provided only by 

institutions which are legal entities of public law. 

Higher Education Institutions enjoy full self-administration and academic freedom. They are subject 

to state supervision. The government finances them. No private Higher Education Institutions exist in 

the country. Admission of students has to do with their performance in the national pan-hellenic 

exams at the end of grade C of lykeio (upper secondary school). 

List of Greek Institutions of Higher Education 

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens 

University of the Aegean 

University of Thessaly 

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 

Democritus University of Thrace 

Ionian University 

University of Ioannina 

University of Crete 

University of Patras 

Athens University of Economics and Business 

Panteion University of Social and Political Sciences 

University of Piraeus 

University of Macedonia 

Agricultural University of Athens 

Athens School of Fine Arts 

Harokopio University 

University of the Peloponnese 

University of Western Macedonia 

Hellenic Open University 

International Hellenic University 

Technical University of Crete 

National Technical University of Athens 
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https://www.statistics.gr/el/statistics?p_p_id=documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4l

N&p_p_lifecycle=2&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_cacheability=cacheLevelPage&p_p_col_id=col

umn-

2&p_p_col_count=4&p_p_col_pos=1&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_java

x.faces.resource=document&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_ln=download

Resources&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_documentID=430567&_docum

ents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_locale=el  
































































































